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the Irish Parliament was declared to be an inde-
pendent legislature. This was forced upon
England after years of an agitation led by
Grattan and Flood, and at a time when Ireland
had a large armed force raised as a defence
against England's then numerous foes. The
Irish Parliament became: The King, Lords and
Commons of Ireland to make laws for the people
of Ireland. Following this came the struggle
for Catholic emancipation, but at this demand
George the Third, who thought, as did many
other Englishmen, that too much had been
granted already, took fright, became obstinate,
and would grant no further privileges. The
united Irishmen soon grew into a rebellious or-
ganization. The French were inclined to aid
them, and a small French force did land in
Ireland, but both they and their Irish allies were
swept to destruction, and again cruelty and
slaughter on both sides, followed by famine, were
a repetition of the centuries* old story* This
Irish Parliament of three hundred members con-
tained no Catholics, and Ireland was nine-tenths
Catholic, and all but some eighty seats, were in
the hands of a few lords and landowners who
returned whom they pleased. The government
still controlled, though the Parliament ww nom-
inally independent,